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THE PRAYER OF INDIFFERENCE 

I appreciate the reactions from others when we talk about the “prayer of indifference”.  First 
confusion, then agreement.  If you purchased the book “Pursing God’s Will Together” from 
Ruth Haley Barton you will find pages 171-175 very instructive on this type of prayer.  
Several excerpts from Barton’s book on “indifference” can teach us how best to pray these 
next few days: 

In the context of spiritual discernment, indifference is a positive term signifying that “I 
am indifferent to anything but God’s will”…there is a capacity to relinquish whatever 
might keep us from choosing God and love, and we have come to a place where we 
want God and God’s will more than anything---more than ego gratification, more than 
wanting to look good in the eyes of others, more than personal ownership, comfort or 
advantage.  We ask God to bring us to a place where we want “God’s will, nothing 
more, nothing less, nothing else… Not my will but thine be done”.  (Barton, pg 54, 
Kindle) 

Coming to a place of indifference is no small thing—especially if we are facing a 
decision in which the outcome really matters to us or we have a vested interest in it.  It 
is even harder in a leadership setting where egos are on the line, where posturing and 
maneuvering is the norm and territorialism lies right under the surface of our polite 
prayers, words and handshakes   In fact, indifference is not something we can achieve 
for ourselves.  Just like everything else that is of significance in the spiritual life, God 
must accomplish this for us—which is why all we can do is pray and wait for it to be 
given.  And God cannot give us indifference apart from our offering ourselves to him 
the discipline of detachment. 

I have personally found this concept to be an important growth point for me in the last two 
years. I am, by gifting, a vision-caster and leader. Yet, “indifference” has been a liberating 
concept to me.  Would you take a moment and read these passages again? 
   
- What struck you?  
- Does this seem impossible as you consider the voting options this Sunday?    
- Does this seem too comfortable as you consider the voting options this Sunday?    
- Will you be able to bring the values of love, civility, honesty and unity to Sunday? 
- Between now and Wednesday night will you: 
	 Calendar at least one hour (or more) to pray for indifference?   
	 Find several moments to consider indifference on the other days 
	 Listen intently to what feelings and thoughts come to you as you pray 	 	
	 for God’s Will only 
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Finally, take a moment to think about Mary’s statement when discovering she was 
pregnant and the confusion and turmoil must have been overwhelming: 

“I am the Lord’s servant” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Luke 1:38 

Let’s begin praying together….

Father, will you give the PACC an “indifferent” spirit as they come together Sunday to 
consider asset options?  We are aware that many emotions and feelings are present 
inside of our souls when it comes to physical things.  You made us to appreciate 
tangible places and territories.  You have also made us independent of places and 
territories when we worship and follow You.  The PACC wants to be good stewards of 
your assets from the last 60 years.  We believe that you will lead them to good and 
strong decisions because prayer has been central to this process.  Help them balance 
all options, discuss honestly and discern wisely.  Give them a spirit of peace about the 
decisions made.  We start this next season of prayer asking all these requests in the 
name of our savior…Amen

I have personally found this concept to be an important growth point for me in the last two 
years.  I am, by gifting, a vision-caster and leader.  Yet, “indifference” has been a liberating 
concept to me.  Would you take a moment and read these passages again?
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